APPENDIX A
NOP AND COMMENT LETTERS

a

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE AND
NOTICE OF PREPARATION
OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE PROPOSED ATHERTON LIBRARY BUILDING PROJECT
TO:

Town Residents, Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies and Other Interested Public
Agencies

FROM:

Town of Atherton
Planning Department
91 Ashfield Road
Atherton, CA 94027
Email:lcostasanders@ci.atherton.ca.us

SUBJECT:

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Library Building
Project

The Town of Atherton (Town) will be the lead agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report
(EIR) for the Atherton Library Building Project, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA). The purpose of an EIR is to inform decision-makers and the general public of the
environmental effects of a proposed project. The EIR process is intended to provide public agencies and
the public with the information required to understand the potential environmental impacts of a proposed
project and to reduce the significant environmental effects of that project, to the degree possible.
The Town is requesting comments on the proposed scope of the EIR for the Atherton Library Building
Project. This notice is being sent to Responsible Agencies (agencies that have or may have a role in
approving or carrying out a project), Trustee Agencies (agencies with jurisdiction over natural resources),
and other interested parties. The project description, location, and list of the environmental issues that
will be addressed in the EIR are attached to this notice.
You will receive a separate notice once the Draft EIR is prepared and you will have an opportunity to
comment on that document.
Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but
must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 28, 2011. Please send your response to Lisa Costa
Sanders, Deputy Town Planner at the address shown above. If you submit comments on the scope of the
EIR, you will automatically be added to the Town’s distribution list for future notices and information
about the environmental review process for the Atherton Library Building Project. If you do not wish to
submit comments on the scope of the EIR but would like to be added to the Town’s mailing list, please
send your contact information, including email address, to Lisa Costa Sanders, Deputy Town Planner at
the address shown above.

The Town will be hosting an EIR scoping session on
Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. at the
Atherton City Council Chambers (94 Ashfield Road).
Project Title: Atherton Library Building Project
Project Sponsor: Town of Atherton
Date: November 28, 2011
Signature:
Name: Lisa Costa Sanders, Deputy Town Planner, lcostasanders@ci.atherton.ca.us
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Project Location: The proposed project site is located within Holbrook-Palmer Park (Park), at 150
Watkins Avenue in the Town of Atherton, San Mateo County (Please see Figure 1). The proposed project
would be sited within the general building area of the existing Main House, which is centrally located
within the interior of the Park. The site is designated “Parks and Open Space” on the Town of Atherton
General Plan Land Use and Circulation Plan Diagram and as “Main House and Event Garden” on the
Park Master Plan Parks Spaces Diagram. The site is zoned POS (Parks and Open Space) District.
Project Description: The proposed project would result in demolition of the existing Main House within
the Park. A new single-story, up to 13,000 square foot library would be constructed generally within the
Main House footprint.. Some of the existing uses (e.g., meetings, classes, events) currently
accommodated at the Main House may be absorbed by other facilities within the Park. The existing
library building would be repurposed for storage, Town offices or other civic use.
Required project approvals would include a General Plan Amendment, Zoning Amendment, and Park
Master Plan Amendment.
Potential Environmental Effects: Based on a preliminary environmental analysis of the project and
discussions with Town staff, the following topics will be evaluated in detail in the EIR:


Land Use and Planning



Visual/Aesthetics



Historic Resources



Transportation, Circulation and Parking



Parks and Recreation

The following topics are likely to be associated with less-than-significant impacts and are expected to be
evaluated and addressed in a detailed Initial Study, which will be circulated with the EIR: agriculture and
forestry resources; air quality; geology, seismicity and soils; greenhouse gas emissions; hazards and
hazardous materials; hydrology and water quality; mineral resources; noise; population and housing;
public services (fire, police, and schools); and utilities and infrastructure.
Alternatives: The CEQA Guidelines require the analysis of a range of reasonable alternatives to the
project, or to the location of the project that would feasibly attain most of the project’s basic objectives
and avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project. As required by CEQA, the
EIR will evaluate a No Project alternative, which will assume the continuation of existing uses at the
current library site and existing uses on the Park site, with no redevelopment. Other alternatives which
may be considered in the EIR include:


A reduced size Library Building at the Holbrook-Palmer Park site;



Holbrook-Palmer Park Parking Lot Site Alternative;



Existing Library Site Alternative;



Town Center Site Alternative (i.e. a location different from the existing library site, but somewhere
within the Town Center property);

Other alternatives may be developed based on the preliminary analysis in the Draft EIR or based on
public input.
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Denise Kupperman
74 Atherton Avenue
Atherton, Ca 94027

January 6, 2012
Lisa CostaSanders
Deputy Town Planner
Town of Atherton
91 Ashfield Road
Atherton, Ca 94027
Dear Ms. Cost-Sanders:
In response to the request for items that should be considered in the Library EIR Scope
I recommend that the following be included:
1. Current planned improvements to schools within the Atherton jurisdiction.
2. The proposed renovation to the Little League field in Holbrook-Palmer Park.
If you have any question, please contact me at 650-326-2265, or by e-mail at
dekupperman@gmail.com.
Sincerely,
Denise Kupperman
Cc: Carine Risley, Branch Manager, Atherton Library
Theresa DellaSanta, Deputy City Clerk

January 10, 2012
Lisa Costa Sanders, Deputy Town Planner
Planning Department
91 Ashfield Road
Atherton, CA 94027
Re: Atherton Library Project: EIR Scoping Document
Dear Lisa,
Thank you for extending length of the comment period to allow us to enjoy the Holiday Season.
If you have any questions re my comments, please contact me.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Comments on EIR Process
A number of references are made to relying on Town staff to provide assumptions and
answers to questions which can have a significant influence on the findings of the EIR.
The Draft EIR should include an appendix that clearly indicates assumptions and answers
to questions that were provided by staff that the consultant incorporated in the EIR study..
Similarly, any assumptions, questions/answers provided by the Library Steering
Committee or any directions it may have given to LSA which influenced the findings of
the EIR review process should be documented in an appendix..
Some process steps are unclear: for example, on page 6, Final Screening Analysis
(contained in the Council packet) – “based on a single set of consolidated, noncontradictory comments received from the Town.” Please explain what were the
issues/comments and outcomes associated with this item.
Previously, Town staff assumed that the present library site will be used for offices of
existing town staff or for storage. A ‘worse case’ scenario should be studied where the
present site will be used for new uses for the traffic study..
Previously, Town staff assumed that a heavier weighting of library trips to the park site
would be from the south rather than other directions, after determining Hwy 101 would
not be used to any extent. This assumption neglects recent announcements by Facebook
and plans for the Bohannon project that could result in greater use of a park library site
using Marsh Road and Middlefield from the direction of Hwy 101..
There should be complete transparency as to sources used in helping to determine the
EIR findings including the assumptions and factual basis for the findings.

Application of Assumptions as to the Population to be Served by the Atherton Library –
Ensuring Consistently in the Environmental Analysis
1. The San Mateo County Library System and the Atherton Steering Committee have
included four unincorporated county areas in the Atherton Library Service Area. These
four areas have a greater population than Atherton. To date, the lot size needed for the
new library has been based on serving a population of over 16,000, including 7,000
Atherton residents.
2. The San Mateo County Library and the Atherton Library have stated a number of times
that so actual head count is made as to where Atherton library users reside. Statements
have been made that there will be more Atherton users than non residents, however, there
is no factual basis to support this assumption.
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3. Without any other underlying statistical ‘proof’ the U.S. Census data is the only
information available to be used for estimating the ratio of Atherton/non Atherton people
that will be using the library. If the library is conceptually being built to serve this
population then, to be consistent, it has to be assumed that the same assumption needs to
be applied as to who will be using the new library.
4. Between 2000-2010, Atherton’s population declined, whereas, the county population
increased. This suggests that the growth rates for the unincorporated area and Atherton
will be significantly different between now and 2030, therefore, overtime, the amount of
non resident usage should be expected to become an increasing percentage of the total.
5. Since the unincorporated area residents generally live further away from the park than do
Atherton residents, the use of cars by unincorporated area users will be a higher
percentage than Atherton residents. This suggests that parking/traffic data based on the
present library site will not be a good indication of library users needs for the park site.
A much more thorough analysis needs to be under taken that goes much into much more
detail than used in the earlier Screening Analysis.
Environmental Impact Areas
1. Traffic and Transportation
a) The earlier traffic screening study was significantly flawed due to the use of
incorrect assumptions. (See above): ‘Worse case’ assumptions need to consider:
- Present library site will be use by ‘new’ users
- False assumption that predominate users will be from Atherton
- Incorrect and limited analysis of development projects planned for the
area that will impact Atherton roads, including several projects in Menlo
Park, Redwood City and San Mateo County.
- Greater proportion of non Atherton users using the park library based on
service population area data
b) LSA must assume a greater proportion of the new library users will reflect the
same ratio of resident to non resident data in San Mateo County’s Service Area
for the new Atherton library. There is no other factual/reliable data to support any
other assumption as to where users will come from.
c) Consequently, all prior traffic data will need to be reanalyzed based on new users
for the present site, significant regional development projects and predominant
use by non Atherton residents.
d) Additional intersections must be added to the study including studied by LSA
including all Middlefield intersections within Atherton Town borders, including
but not limited to
- Fair Oaks Land/Middlefield Road
- Marsh Road/Middlefield Road
- Watkins Avenue/Middlefield Road
- Encinal Avenue/Middlefield Road
- Oak Grove/Middlefield
- Ravenswood/Middlefield
e) LSA needs to do a ‘reality check’ re its plans to use New Library Trip Generation
rates from the Institute of Transportation Engineers, Trip Generation. All San
2

Mateo County branch libraries that have been remodeled or built new over the last
10-15 years have experience very significant increases in physical use. In
addition, a combination of a new regional library, significantly increased in size,
at a park location, offering additional and enhanced library services such as
computer stations will be a significant attraction for users particularly those who
don’t have personal computers.
f) Recompilation of the number of required parking spaces based on ‘worse case’
scenarios including overlapping use of park by sports teams (parents and friends
don’t drop kids off but stay to watch games), con current use of Pavilion by
another group, use of Carriage House meeting room and Play School in session.
g) ‘Worse case’ study including closure of Hwy 101, Middlefield or El Camino
during peak hours.
2. Impact on Current Park and Recreation Usage
a) Construction Impacts - study traffic, noise, air quality, parking, impact on open
space areas, pathways etc.
- Demolition of the Main House and Construction of a new library will create
significant additional construction traffic and parking, noise, dust, and
hazardous conditions for other park users
- Impact on other park users – Play School, sports teams, general public,
special events
- Removal of Main House will cause loss of office and storage space for Art
Committee, Park Foundation, Atherton Dames and Atherton Civic Interest
League.
- Use of Pavilion during day time construction.
- Impact on surrounding neighborhoods
- Impact on effectively maintaining park grounds
- ‘Worse case’ scenarios during construction must be analyzed such as
overlapping uses of park recreational facilities, Play School, Carriage House
and Pavilion events.
- Clearly state the amount of open space and trees that will be impacted by
different size library structures.
b) Aesthetics Impact – replacing Main House with a significantly larger structure
- Replacing a 3,500 square foot building with a 9,800 to 15,000 square foot
library will significantly reduce the amount of open space area and trees.
- Loss of potential town revenue from park events and profits for off setting
park maintenance costs due to construction activity impacting park’s
amenities for potential users.
c) Hydrology - LSA must consider the proximity of the run off will have on the creek
channel and down stream low areas if there is a prolonged rainy period.
d) Greater use of park by Non Atherton Users – how will the combination of a large
regional library in a park setting change the mix of park users and the character of
the park.
e) Study of public safety impacts
- During construction phase
- Response times and potential access issues for police or fire personnel
- Emergency evacuation by park users
- Night time hours of library attracting visitors to the area
3

- Potential for attracting ‘peripheral’ users such as homeless, gangs etc
3.

Cumulative Impact of Regional Projects - Cumulative affect of other development
projects must be taken into account when considering traffic and transportation impacts
for the various sites of the new library.
a) Facebook has just announced 9,400 employees will be added around the site of the
old Sun Computer campus. In addition, Facebook has announced needing 14,000
hotel room nights in the vicinity of Bohannon’s Gateway project locate across 101
off Marsh Road. The estimate does not include additional lodging that will be
needed for vendors and potential advertisers. Travel to and from hotels to local
work places will likely occur during peak travel hours. In addition major additions
to the Stanford Hospital complex will increase usage on the highways and roads
such as Marsh, El Camion, Watkins, Fair Oaks, Encinal and others.
-

Meanwhile, Facebook hopes the hotel happens sooner rather than later. An
economic study commissioned by the social networking giant predicted that the
company will need at least 14,000 hotel room nights per year to accommodate
visitors. Those figures may be on the low side since the analysis didn't include
vendors and potential advertisers who travel to Facebook headquarters. If
Menlo Park can't accommodate Facebook's guests, that revenue shifts to other
cites. (From local newspaper.)

4. Public Safety Services – Given the library will attract a greater number of non resident
users to a new regional park library, large development projects in the region and the
cumulative impact of road closures due to accidents, increased area jobs, children
attending Atherton schools, etc. the impact on public service requirements will need to be
reassessed in the EIR.
a) Fire and Medical Services
- Fire response time impacts due to additional traffic
- Accessibility to park emergencies
- Accessibility to using Watkins Ave – back-ups at Middlefield/El Camino
and narrow street limiting passage between rows of vehicles.
b) Police Service
- Police response time - Watkins during ‘worse case’ traffic situation where
Hwy 101 is closed due to accident and traffic is rerouted on Marsh,
Middlefield, etc. Watkins is a very narrow street and it would be difficult to
get passed traffic stopped in both directions.
- Additional patrols and park presence - The EIR must take into account the
attraction of a park site for homeless people and others who use public park
facilities for non library use, including library restroom facilities. Again,
LSA needs to draw upon the experiences of Menlo Park and other regional
libraries experience as to how these open public facilities serve as a magnet
for transient and others to ‘hang out’ and use public facilities. In addition,
LSA must comment on the impact of such use being a deterrent to families
and other users that would otherwise use the park playground etc.
- Night time library operating hours, whereas, except for ‘permitted uses’ the
park is closed at sunset.
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- Analyze current call volume for present site and analyze changes that
have occurred in other Peninsula cities as to how new or remodeled attracts
transit users including vagrants and the homeless..
- Study additional risks to children using the park from ‘outsiders’; study what
additional gang activity the combination of the park and library may attract.
- Potential impact on using the park for Disaster Relief purposes.
5. Evaluation of Alternative Building Sites
a) LSA must consider a range of reasonable site alternatives for the project location
that are feasible in attaining most of the project’s basic objectives and avoiding or
substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project
b) Alternatives not listed that may be feasible candidates
- Remodel Seismically upgrade and expand present library site to 5,500 to
6,000 s.f.
- Town Center parking lot site near Fair Oaks
- Town Center – other suitable locations
- New vacant building at the corner of Middlefield and Watkins Ave.
I appreciate the extra time provided to study the proposed scoping criteria for the new library EIR.
Best wishes for the New Year.
Sincerely,
Jerry Carlson
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Sherman R Hall III
46 Lilac Drive
Atherton, CA 94027
November 30, 2011
Town Of Atherton
Planning Department
91 Ashfield Rd
Atherton, CA 94027
Attn. Lisa Costa Sanders
Re: Scope Draft EIR
I have reviewed the list of Potential Environmental Effects that the Town staff has prepared and
believe they miss some vital topics as defined by the CEQA checklist. It would appear you have lumped
together some subjects, and I believe these topics are all required to be considered separately.
These are the topics I believe should be included in the EIR:

Utilities/Service Systems
I believe water delivery issues and electricity might be a consideration given the probable new
Building requirements for fir main water pressure as well as increased electrical delivery. Certainly
Likely these must be brought in and the disruption needs to be addressed.

Noise
A building this size will cause increased noise from traffic and people. This needs to be evaluated as to
how it would relate to a quiet public park

Public Services
The additional need for fire services is also a consideration but also there needs to be evaluated for the
need for additional police services. Just yesterday the Atherton police were required to respond to the
existing library to investigate a pornography complaint at the existing library computer. Given the fact
that 17 computers will be installed in the proposed new library this type of complaint will only increase.
It is apparent the JPA has no policy or means of preventing this use and do not cooperate with the police
department.

Traffic
This is going to be a very big consideration in an EIR study and do not believe the listing of
Transportation and Circulation cover this issue. The intersection of Watkins and Middlefield Road is
already a disaster and unsafe. Also the intersection with El Camino Real is a major site for traffic
accidents and is unsafe. A new library/community center for the surrounding area will only make things
worse as there will be more vehicle trips.

Cultural Resources
This may be listed under Historical Resources but the new library/community center is proposing
eliminating the existing meeting rooms and gathering venue for the citizens of the Town of Atherton.
This is not historical in nature but of cultural significance to residents and the project description in the
scoping document that “Some of the existing uses (e.g. meetings, classes, events) may be absorbed by
other facilities in the Park”. Of course there are no other facilities so this statement is very inaccurate.
I respectively request the above topics be included in developing a Draft EIR.
Sincerely,
Sherman R. Hall III

To: Mr. Michael Kashiwagi
Mr. Neal Martin
Ms. Lisa Costa Sanders
Mr. John Danielson
From: Valerie Gardner, Atherton Environmental Programs Committee
Date: January 11, 2012
Re: Scope of the Library Project EIR
I am not surprised although I am rather dismayed that the town and its hired
professionals have proposed doing an EIR review that does not even include climate
change impacts. This is a shameful and negligent omission which I personally
condemn, especially in light of SB 375 prevents. Nevertheless, I am writing to
request and insist that the town and its agents consider the following additional
elements as to their environmental impacts assessments, listed below.
In addition, I find that your list of reasonable alternatives excludes most all of the
good ideas proposed by residents at the Community Workshops and/or raised by
the Blue Ribbon Task Force in attempts to coordinate with the uncooperative ALBSC.
Thus, I am also providing a listing of additional reasonable alternatives to the
project or the location of the project, which have been omitted from the proposed
list but which have been raised by members of the public during various workshops
and community conversations but ignored by the ALBSC. I have provided a list of
these alternatives following the delineation of additional scoping areas, which need
to be considered in deliberations on mitigating the significant impacts of this project
as well.
Lastly, many residents believe that, in getting to this point in the project process,
that the ALBSC engaged in a campaign of improper conduct, unethical tactics and
civic fraud (attempting to characterize their council recommendation as being
based upon community input when it was not), in coordination with council
members voting in the majority, who had severe conflicts of interest and possible
Brown Act violations. The result of these behaviors was the approval of the “park”
as the preferred site of this project—despite substantial evidence that the park is
NOT the preferred site by a majority of residents. Even before any litigation starts,
there are significant fiscal, economic and financial impacts being felt that are likely
to have significant fiscal impacts on the overall project—the increased contract
costs to LSA Associates of over $86,000 for conducting this EIR process in the
controversial milieu being just one. In the real world, fiscal impacts can affect the
total project dollars available for mitigation of environmental impacts, so we believe
that responsible town management need include a review of the impacts of the
conduct of the ALBSC and the council to suppress residents’ rights to participate in
decisions about this project (location and size of project), as part of its “impacts”
review (as a practical matter so as to reduce the likelihood of future litigation).

January 11, 2012

Your Proposed Topics for Detailed environmental impact analysis include:









Land Use and Planning, and specifically
o The town needs a Master Plan in order to coordinate big anticipated
projects in the town center and library
o Impacts of building without going through the proper planning
processes, which will likely lead to wasted processes, time and funds
o Master Planning is required to coordinate the best location for the
flexible community space, which is needed both at the library and in
the town center and should be situated so as to be shared
o Planning for best future uses for the park, considering the eventuality
that there will be more residents in the town (when we finally
complete a legitimate Housing Element that involves real additions of
new dwellings) and these residents will need sports fields which
cannot be found elsewhere
o The town needs to conduct planning that actually engages residents
and surveys their opinions and preferences—not suppresses their
voices and their preferences as has been done by the ALBSC
Visual/Aesthetics
Historic Resources
o The ALBSC’s Needs Assessment highlighted how much Atherton
Library users love the quaintness, intimacy and historical feel of our
library—yet the ALBSC would ignore this input to completely change
the feel. The library’s historical structure should be leveraged,
improved and expanded where it is, possibly making efficient use of
the historic council chambers building, for additional space.
Transportation, Circulation and Parking, and specifically
o Restrictions on the ability of Atherton residents to access the park
from the Felton Avenue side of the park.
o Lack of ability of town employees from accessing the park without
resorting to cars, which would reduce the usefulness of flexible
community meeting space by town staff
o Inaccessibility of the park location by users of the Caltrain
o Restoration of full train service in the future to increase accessibility
by residents to the town center.
o The Park location is unavailable to users except by car and would be
difficult for any resident to access, except for Watkins and Felton
Gables residents.
o Felton Gables controls and limits the ability of all Atherton residents
in the Oak Grove area to access the park or others to egress from the
park through to the Menlo Park side.
Parks and Recreation, and specifically
o Limited park space in the midst of a fully‐developed town, which has
been allocated by deed to be for “high class recreation” purposes and

Gardner Comments on Library EIR Scope
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already a great dearth of park and field space for the growing
numbers of children in the area..
o Currently sports teams need to compete for available fields and often
the lack of a close in field mean that resident children cannot ride
bikes to their ballgames or soccer games, but rather have to be driven
to remote fields in order to play.
o The need by humans and animals to have undeveloped vistas to walk
in and spend time in.
o The zoning of mostly 1 acre lots mean that most all residents can find
a quiet garden spot for reading on their own property, if that is what
they want. Our park should not be further built up to add redundant
outdoor reading spaces, at the expense of open space or field spaces.
To your list, please include the following items:

















Public Services
Utilities/Service Systems
Cultural Resources
Environment/Biological Resources
Hydrology/Water Quality
Noise
Recreation/Open Space
Air Quality
Climate Change/Carbon Emission Reduction
Population/Housing/Future Housing Element Fulfillment
Sustainable Community Design/Accessibility by alternative transport
Walkable Community/Transit‐Oriented Development
High Speed Rail (likely crossings, access)
Financial and Economic
Civic Happiness & Engagement
Mandatory Findings of Significance

Significant impacts to be evaluated and which will need to be mitigated include:
1. Loss of our town’s rare open space.
2. Loss of future use of existing zoned park space that (while currently built on,
if such sub‐optimal structure were razed, as proposed by this project) could
be reclaimed for open space or playing fields, of which there is an extreme
shortage in the area.
3. Degredation of integrated public services and shared community space, due
to the loss of the library service in the downtown area. The Library by failing
to cooperate with the town center planning and development process is
wasting town tax resources that could be used much more efficiently in a
combined process. At present, the Library Committee seems only willing to
“share” with the park planners and not with town center planners.
Gardner Comments on Library EIR Scope
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4. Degredation to public services of the town center, if the current library
building becomes vacant or, if used for storage, becomes a target for
vandalism and /or vagrants. The Library has used its current building for
decades, has failed to maintain it in usable condition and will need to restore
it to optimal condition for usage by any other commercial occupant prior to
returning it to the town, should they obtain or build another facility.
5. Failure of the library to coordinate with town center development brings
further declines in resident participation in civic activities
6. Loss of the town’s limited park space (of which there is only 22 acres) in a
town of 4 square miles of built environment, where the current Park Master
Plan already contemplates additional beneficial community uses for the
areas being targeted by the public library.
7. Park space is already stressed with a lack of available parking spaces during
prime time for kids sports. Placing the public library in the park would make
it impossible for local teams to make good use of the park facilities, including
the improvements that are being contemplated to the baseball diamond area.
8. Anticipated increases in population in the area will feel the most pressure in
lack of open space or field space. There are a ton of great libraries in the area
and more are just not needed.
9. Impact on maintaining a large new structure in the park, when library usage
has been on the decline since the 1990’s. At some point, the town will gain
the ability to rationalize the proportion of tax funding that is being allocated
to an archaic public space (to store books that no one accesses because
everyone is using the ebook or iPad) and the environmental and financial
impact of having built a new library at the close of the book era will be
enormous.
Library Project Alternatives:
The range of reasonable alternatives to the project or location of the project
provided by the town include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A reduced size Library Building at the Holbrook‐Palmer Park site
Holbrook‐Palmer Park Parking Lot Site
Existing Library Site Alternative
Town Center Site Alternative (a different site in the town center)
No Project Alternative

To this uninspired list of alternatives, please add the following:
1. Existing Library Site plus additional land acquisition of adjacent property on
Ashfield or Maple Lanes.
2. Existing Library Site plus reconfiguration of Dinkelspiel, so as to utilize some
or all of the road area to reposition the library.
3. Existing Library Site plus undergrounding some built areas.
Gardner Comments on Library EIR Scope
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4. Existing Library Site with any of the expansion alternatives, plus elimination
of the Main House, so as to create more playing fields for the town and area.
5. Use (rental or acquisition) of the 95% completed, brand new, still vacant
commercial structure at the corner of Watkins and El Camino (sitting vacant
a number of years).
6. Acquisition of an available residential parcel(s) on Fair Oaks Lane that
leverages one of the parking areas of the train station.
7. Use of existing, nearly vacant town parking lot area adjacent to train station
(with or without additional parcels).
8. Coordinating the re‐construction of the Library with the re‐design and re‐
construction of the Town Center, so as to integrate the library into the
revitalized town center.
9. Repairs and Improvements to the Existing Library Site with connection,
integration and remodeling of the interior of the Council Chambers building
to provide for the additional space, with the construction of a new, more
flexible council chamber/auditorium meeting area in the town center area.
10. Existing Library Site with Repairs and Modest Expansion with Allocations of
Library Funds for Upgrades and Improvements to some or all of the ten
School Libraries that exist in Atherton.
Disputed Issues & Ethics Violations Regarding ALBSC and Council Processes on
Library Project
Please take consideration of the mechanisms used by the ALBSC and the majority
members of the council to suppress resident participation and recognize that
starting an EIR process will not exempt them from future exposure and/or
prosecution for fraudulent practices. Perhaps an impact that needs to be addressed
is that of the need for credible and equitable processes to actually satisfy the
requirements of Res. 1030, which would mean a re‐do of the preliminary
community engagement work to define this project properly, so as to include public
opinion and integrate the town center planning process so as to truly create a “new
facility [that] will be a source of pride for generations to come.”

Gardner Comments on Library EIR Scope
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CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTERS
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Tel: 650-952-0774
Fax: 650-952-8688
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12

11
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9

8

6 Environmental Quality Act.

7

4 CSR No. 5527, State of California, there commenced a

3 PM, at Atherton, California, before me, MARK I. BRICKMAN,

2 the Meeting, and on December 8, 2011, at the hour of 6:10

BE IT REMEMBERED that, pursuant to Notice of

12-08-11

5 scoping meeting set forth under the California

)
)
)

1

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

6

4 ATHERTON EIR SCOPING MEETING
re: ATHERTON LIBRARY BUILDING
5 PROJECT

3

2

1

2

3

18 the scope and extent to which those topics are addressed.
19

20 introduce first.
21 planner.

22 for LSA Associates, the environmental consultant that the
23 town has hired.
24

25 also have with us tonight Denise Kupperman, who is the

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Uccelli & Associates

17 EIR are established by law, we would like your input on

17

Uccelli & Associates
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Theresa Wallace is the project manager, and we

There's Judith Malamut, who is the principal

Lisa Costa Sanders is the deputy town

The people at the staff table I'd like to

While the topics that must be addressed in an

16

16

13 process and proposed project and alternatives that have

15 you.

31

13 Mr. Andrew Carlson:

12 twenty minutes to explain the environmental review

If you don't mind, we'd like to take about

15

29

12 Mr. Phillip Lively:

11

14 been developed to date, and then we'd like to listen to

25

11 Mr. Charles Marsala:

10 prepared for the Atherton Library Building Project.

14

19

10 Ms. Ann McNertney:

9 addressed in the Environmental Impact Report that's being

17, 32

9 Mr. Gregory Conlon:

The purpose of the meeting tonight is to

8 about the environmental issues that you believe should be

6

8 PUBLIC SPEAKERS

8

6 Ms. Malamut:

5 meeting.

7 address -- is to listen to you, the citizens of Atherton

7

5 Ms. Kupperton:

4 planner, and the Planning Department is hosting tonight's

I'm Neal Martin, the town

7

4

4 Mr. Martin:

650-952-0774

Welcome to the scoping meeting

3 Library Building Project.

Page

MR. MARTIN:

12-08-11

3 OPENING STATEMENTS

1

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

2 for the Environmental Impact Report for the Atherton

I N D E X

12-08-11

2

1

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

4

5

3 and that would be based on concepts prepared by Nichols,

3

6 to be developed in the near future before we complete the
7 Draft Environmental Impact Report.

6 Atherton Library Manager.

7

17 support and will not advocate for any of the alternative

17

19

19

21 environmentally evaluate those so that at the conclusion
22 of the process, the City Council will have a factual

21 at the Holbrook-Palmer Park site, a Holbrook-Palmer Park

22 parking lot site alternative.

Uccelli & Associates
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25 Station Lane, a town center site alternative that was --

25

Uccelli & Associates
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This evening we will respond to questions

24 alternatives.

24

The existing library site that's located on

23 basis on which to make a decision to approve one of those

23 that is northeast of the main building.

That's the parking lot

20 reasonable range of feasible alternatives and to

20 Palmer Park site include a reduced size library building

The alternative to the main house of Holbrook-

18 sites.

18 in a moment.

Our charge and objective is to identify a

16 the other hand, the City Staff and LSA Associates do not

16 and configurations.

Judith Malamut will describe the EIR process

15 support and advocate for a particular library site.

15 environmental evaluation of several alternative locations

On

14

14 the preferred alternative, but will include an

The library steering committee has decided to

13 alternatives might be this evening.

13

The EIR will not only include an evaluation of

12 like to listen to your thoughts about what those

12 project and has hired LSA Associates to prepare that EIR.

There may be other alternatives, and we would

11

10 required by the California Environmental Quality Act.

11 the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the

The Council has also decided to proceed with

9 That's retention of the existing library, and that's

9 Park at the preferred alternative for the new library.

10

8

8 selected the site of the main house at Holbrook-Palmer

There would be a no project alternative.

5 task force concept design competition, and that will have

5 minutes, and with Denise is Carine Risley, who is the

As you probably know, the City Council has

4 Melberg, Rosetto or Siegel & Strain for the town center

4 will briefly describe the proposed project in a couple of

That is a City Council appointed committee who

2 library site, but somewhere in the town center property,

12-08-11

2 Committee.

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

1 that is a location that's different from the existing

12-08-11

1 chair of the Atherton Library Building Steering

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

6

7

4

4

7

7

13 Atherton library project.
14 Malamut.

13 will occur in this room.

14

21 very closely with Neal and Lisa and the rest of the city

21

24

25 provide you an opportunity to make comments, and the

24 the existing main house.

25

Uccelli & Associates
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Some of the existing uses such as meetings,

23 doing some preliminary environmental analysis.

23 adjacent hardscape and would result in the demolition of

Uccelli & Associates
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So the purpose of tonight's meeting is to

22 staff on this project gearing up and getting ready and

22 generally within the footprint of the main house and

The new library building would be constructed

20 is the project manager, and she and I have been working

I'm not use to it yet --

20 the main house in Holbrook-Palmer Park.

She just got married.

Theresa Bravo, of course -- Theresa Wallace.
19 Sorry.

The proposed project is a new

19 library up to 13,500 square feet located at the site of

18 the Atherton Library.

18

17 Environmental Quality Act, CEQA.

17

A project description for

16 the environmental analysis under the California

16 to briefly describe the project.

MS. KUPPERMAN:

15 environmental consultant the town has hired to prepare

I'm a principal with LSA Associates, the

Neal mentioned my name is Judy

15 chair of the Atherton Library Building Steering Committee

I would now like to ask Denise Kupperman, the

12 we're here tonight for the scoping meeting on the

As Neal said,

12 meeting, which is on January 5th, 2012, and I believe it

Good evening.

11

11 town website or by attending the next steering committee

MS. MALAMUT:

10

10 them or reviewing the frequently asked questions on the

Judy?

9 as determined by the City Council.

9 the Library Building Steering Committee by contacting

MR. MARTIN:

8 existing library building would be repurposed by the town

8 EIR, but to the project, they may be directed to the --

After completion of the new library, the

6 phases of this project.

6 particular issue.

If anyone has questions not related to the

5 be used as a library during the design and construction

5 review the research and data that is used to address a

The existing library building will continue to

3 and may be incorporated into the -- the library building.

3 EIR.

That way everyone will have an opportunity to

2 may -- may be absorbed by other facilities in the park

12-08-11

2 questions on environmental issues to be addressed in the

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

1 classes, events currently taking place in the main house

12-08-11

1 related to process, but we'll leave the response to

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

8

5 could pass them around.
6

5 early in the EIR process.

6

9

4 came in, I'm sure we can get a copy to you.

4 about the potential environmental effect of the project

13

13

17

18 specific goals of the CEQA document.

19 to identify the significant environmental effects of
20 their actions and then either avoid those effects or

17 why we're here tonight, to listen to your concerns about

18 those envi -- potential environmental effects that the

19 library project might have.

20

24

25 quality, effects on noise, effects on vegetation, et

24 tonight, as we move through the process, you'll have

25 other opportunities to provide us with your concerns as
650-952-0774

23 actual physical effects to the environment.

23 preparing an EIR and point out where, in addition to

Uccelli & Associates

22 significant environmental effects, we're talking about

22 start with is briefly go over the steps that go into

Uccelli & Associates
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So it would be effects on soil, effects on air

21 mitigate those effects, and when we're talking about

It's for agencies

21 be taking notes, and one of the things I would like to

We'll

16 project.

16 work and analysis is really just beginning, and that's

So we will be listening very closely.

15 decision-maker so they can make the decision about the

15 environmental team on the EIR to do the real nitty gritty

In looking at the handout, you can see the

14 involve citizens with close information and informed

14 preliminary screening analysis, the work of the

In the broadest sense, the role of CEQA is to

12 I'll talk more about the process for the library project.

12 the proposed project to be evaluated.

And I want to start by even though we did a

11 about the bigger picture of the CEQA process and then

11 Council did then choose one site to move forward with as

So I'm going to start by talking a little bit

9 environmental issues that the EIR will address.

9 committee in identifying a proposed site for further
10

8 process, and the second side provides an outline of the

8 and that was to assist the town and the steering

10 consideration and evaluation, and as you know, City

7 of the handout is an overview and an outline of the CEQA

It's a double-sided copy, and the first side

Maybe you

If people didn't get a copy when they

7 screening analysis of three sites early in this process,

As I mentioned, we did conduct a preliminary

3 on the back table.

3 public to give us their concerns, identify their concerns

The handout I'll be -- we're using tonight is

2

12-08-11

2 for public agencies and responsible agencies and the

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting
1 well as your comments.

12-08-11

1 thirty-day scoping period is to provide an opportunity

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

10

11

12-08-11

5 well as some of the initial information that we identify
6 to determine where further analysis is needed to identify
7 significant adverse impacts to the environment that need
8 to be more carefully and more in-depth evaluated in the
9 EIR.

5 or Mitigated Negative Declaration, or it can take the

6 form of the preparation of an EIR that addresses all the

7 environmental topics considered by CEQA, and what we're

8 going to do is prepare a focused EIR for the library

9 project, which is supported by an initial study

14 comments and insight.

14

16 Draft EIR, which will then come back and be provided and
17 available to you for review for a minimum of 45 days, and
18 during those -- that time, you'll also have an

16 the handout, you can see the steps of the process and how

17 this all fits together.

18

21

22 on the Draft EIR, and at that time you can show up and

21 project that we're going to be evaluating.

22

Uccelli & Associates
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25 supported by an initial study, and has selected LSA to be

25

Uccelli & Associates
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We then will take every single comment on the

24 comments.

24 needed.

In this case, it's the preparation of an EIR

23 provide additional oral comments as well as written

23 determination regarding what type of CEQA review is

As the lead agency, the town has made a

20 comments on that document to the town for our review.

20 LSA to further define and refine the current proposed

We -- the town will also hold a public hearing

19 opportunity to review the EIR documents and submit your

19 initiation, and in this case, the town is working with

The first step, of course, the project

15 necessary research and then prepare the analysis and

We'll get started conducting the

15 public input point, at the bottom of the first page in

In regards to the procedural steps and the

13

13 environmental analysis.

After tonight's meeting, we'll leave with your

12 indicate where there is an opportunity for public input.

11 issues, and please note that it is -- the arrow does

11

12 identified under CEQA will be addressed as part of this

10

10 checklist.

So all of the environmental topics that are

4 all of the CEQA topics identified, and we'll use that as

4 no negative impacts, often called a Negative Declaration

Tonight we're in the scoping of environmental

3 be preparation of an initial study checklist, which has

3 an initial study leading to a declaration that there is

The next step in the CEQA process is going to

2

The CEQA analysis typically takes the form of

2

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting
1 your consultant.

12-08-11

1 cetera.

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

12

4
5 be December 28th.

6 provide your written comments by the 28th so that we can
7 include them and consider them as part of our further
8 environmental analysis.
9

4 ability to respond to all of those comments in regards to

5 whatever the comments happen to be, and that's called a

6 response to comments document, and that, in combination

7 with the Draft EIR, is what the Final EIR is, and the

8 Final EIR will then come before the Planning Commission

9 first and then to the City Council to be considered for

13

3 off with CEQA public scoping process for thirty days.

3 we'll make a very good faith effort to the best of our

15 environmental issues and topics that, based on our
16 preliminary understanding, will be examined in the
17 initial study and those that will be examined in much
18 more detail in the EIR.

15 look at the project -- potential environmental impacts

16 that are identified in the EIR along with other factors

17 of concern and make an informed decision on the project.

18

22 of the significance of the topics falling out at this

22
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25 EIR consider a reasonable range of potentially feasible

25 2011.

Uccelli & Associates

24

24 town's website, and that was published on November 28th,
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As Neal mentioned, CEQA also requires that the

23 point in time.

23 and also a public meeting notice upon -- also on the

The town circulated a Notice of Preparation

21 definitely written down there in terms of how we see sort

21 CEQA process itself.

I'm not going to read them out, but it is

20 back.

20 whether you like it or don't, which are outside of the

So that's a pretty comprehensive list on the

19

19 opportunities to comment on the merits of the project and

This also means that you'll have other

14

14 makers -- in this case, the City Council -- so they can

And the second page of the handout lists the

13 which is also attached as appendix A to the EIR.

As I mentioned, the

13 CEQA documents are prepared to inform the decision-

12 for project review and approval.

12 Environmental Impact Report or in the initial study,

11 considered and evaluated either in the body of the

11

The CEQA process is separate from the process

10 environmental topics identified under CEQA will be

10 certification in regards to its adequacy.

So as I mentioned previously, all the

So we truly encourage you to please

So the end of the scoping comment period will

2 portion of the CEQA process that is required and starts

2 reproduce them in a response to comments document and

12-08-11

The Notice of Preparation is a CEQA doc -- a

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting
1

12-08-11

1 EIR, all of the environmental CEQA comments and we will

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

14

4 communities in terms of what their plans are and what the
5 future -- future projects are likely and foreseeable and

4 project.

5

15

3 as well, and talking to agencies as well as adjacent

3 substantially lessen any significant effects of the

14
15 items.

16 received already in written form, there's -- there's a

14 in-depth discussion of them in comparison of those

15 alternatives to the project itself.

16

Just a couple of minor other

Thank you.

20

21 City Council for specific clarification, and so you may
22 have questions about those.
23

24 but they will be answered prior to the time the Draft EIR
25 is -- is released for public review.

20 project together with other likely projects that would

21 occur and be located nearby so that there is an obvious

22 effect that -- a combined effect of the proposed project

23 along with other nearby projects on, for example, traffic

24 generation or other -- other kinds of environmental

25 topics.
650-952-0774

19 will be being developed over the next few weeks.

19 these are impacts that are result from the proposed

Uccelli & Associates

18 project is in the project description, and some of those

18 individually limited, but cumulatively significant, and

Uccelli & Associates
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We won't be able to answer them this evening,

Some of those may require going back to the

17 number of questions related to details of what the

One is that in some of the comments that we've

MR. MARTIN:

MS. MALAMUT:

17 potential environmental impacts that are -- that are

CEQA also requires an EIR to evaluate

13

13 particular alternatives, and then we'll also have a very

I'll do that.

12

12 town staff to further refine and evaluate those

MR. MARTIN:

11 groundrules or are you going to take care of that?

Neal, do you want me to go over the

11 continue to work with Lisa and Neal and other city --

10

9 We'd definitely like to hear from you.

9 list of alternatives on the back of the NOT.

Neal briefly went over them, but we will

8

8 the current building, and then we were -- we have the

10

7 impacts.

7 means the library remains in the current position and in

So that pretty much wraps up the presentation.

6 we should take into account in looking at cumulative

6 required under CEQA, the no project alternative, which

So we will definitely be evaluating, as

2 EIR, we'll definitely be looking at those very closely,

2 objectives of the project and would avoid or

12-08-11

So for all the environmental topics in the

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting
1

12-08-11

1 alternatives that should attain most of the basic

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

16

6 Caltrain service, and in a presentation a month ago,
7 they -- they preliminarily indicated there would be six
8 Caltrain trains an hour and four high speed rail each

6 already raised an issue of -- issue or topic in the

7 discussion, you needn't necessarily repeat that.

8

I just had a couple procedural

18

18

22 vibration they don't know.

22

Uccelli & Associates

The Rail
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25 high speed rail and the railroad itself.
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25 these consultants that information once we get it just

24 us that information, and we can provide the committee and

24

The issue from a content standpoint is the

23

23 accommodation to all the parties.

So -- but they would -- they're going to get

21 is that the noise will probably be less, but the

21 normally would.

So I would suggest that as just an

20 think their expectation based on my discussion with them

20 get stuff done in December to the extent that they

Both the noise and the vibration, and I

19 issues, I guess.

19 Public Utility Commission, I think people normally do not

Now, it may not -- you know, there's two

17 I guess, an hour.

17 preparing their comments.

And based on my experience at the California

16 available, but it's potentially could be up to 23 trains,

So I don't know that the capacity will be

16 that people will not have a conflict with the holidays in

14 four.

13 which said there'd be seven trains an hour instead of

15

I think just as a fairness to the participants,

MR. CONLON:

Yes.

15 I would suggest that you extend the date two weeks so

14 points.

13

12 to make comments.

12 High Speed Rail Authority issued their business plan

11 during the peek, and yesterday or earlier this week, the

11

So with that, who would like to be the first

10

10 addressing all of these issues.

9 the EIR, but hopefully we will be complete in our

So you're talking about twenty trains an hour

5 combination of both the high speed rail and the present

5 we can get it accurately reported, and also if anyone has

9 way.

4 be utilized or available to be utilized with a

4 give us your name and address and spell your name so that

We will really only be addressing it once in

3 conducting a study themselves of the capacity that will

3 ask that when you make your comments, if you would please

17

12-08-11

1 Committee has been involved with discussions with

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

2 Caltrain, and I think the -- they are partic -- they are

We do have a -- a court reporter this evening

12-08-11

2 recording the meeting and we're also on tape, so I would

1

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

18

19

5 because I -- I was a little confused.

5

9

9

I would like

20 surveyed and considered and after fair, open and

20

Uccelli & Associates
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My name is Ann McNertney and

MS. McNERTNEY:

25
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25 EIR deadline, it's not a disaster.

If this project has to miss the December 28th

Another person?

24

24

23 been submitted and publicly vetted.

MR. MARTIN:

23

Thank you, Mr. Conlon.

22 present library site or the new town center sites have

C-o-n-l-o-n, resident of 43

22 Virginia, Atherton.

I'm sorry.

21 competitive plans for the expansion of the use of the

19 the September 28th, 2011 library project report are

19 as -- in connection with this study.

21 Conlon.

18 people or one percent of the Atherton community used in

18 project, but it certainly should be looked at I think

And Conlon -- my name is Conlon, Gregory

17 done on the Holbrook-Palmer Park site until more than 148

17 with, but I know it's going on and probably a longer term

Okay.

16 the Councilmember to make a motion that no E -- EIR be

That is the project that I'm not familiar

Good.

16

MS. McNERTNEY:

15

-- location.

15 should be considered.

MR. MARTIN:

14

14 potential of the El Camino Boulevard and whether that

Oh, good.

13

13

MS. McNERTNEY:

12 not made a decision on the final --

12 of conducting another ballot measure.

So the only other item I think is the

11 alternative that the Council has identified.

11 difficult for the public to stop it because of the cost

They have

10 alternative that the Council has -- the preferred

10 are out and everything else, I think it's going to be

This is just a preferred

8 finally make a decision, so I wasn't --

8 letting it go ahead.
MR. MARTIN:

7 time, you're going to consider alternatives and then

7 cost of killing it is almost more than the cost of

So I think even in spite the public polls that

6

6 question right now whether it's going to survive, but the

As you said, you decided, but at the same

4 Council had decided to go ahead with the park site

4 rail traveling through.

If it goes ahead, there's certainly a lot of

3 may be happy about after I finish, but I didn't know that

3 110 miles an hour both for Caltrains and the high speed

But our concern is that speeds will go up to

2 so I'm going to speak soon and probably leave, which you

12-08-11

2

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

1 I live at 1 Watkins Avenue, and before -- I have the flu,

12-08-11

1 for your -- if the vibration is higher.
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20

4 consider heat pumps, sun cells, wind and other

7 Atherton really appreciates -- we love our trees --

7
I think somebody

The Atherton Library Steering Committee

13 given to them by the report, which I believe is very

20 loved, and with people going increasingly to electronic

20

22 smallness, the beauty of our present library site really
23 impressed their children and now their mo -- their

22 Francisco Library.

23

650-952-0774
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25 now -- the mothers are saying, "Is that library still

25 birthday parties that people from outside the community

Uccelli & Associates

24 children, their mothers, their grandchildren are

24 considering the day care center, the ballet school, the

So the consideration of the safety of children

21 works, a lot of mothers have come up and said the

21 newspaper article about a person being stabbed in the San

It just so happened on that day, there was a

19 that they might lose the present site, which is generally

That the public was just waking up to the fact

That was also raised in the discussion.

19 children adequately.

The report did not consider the safety of

18

17 center.

17

18 e-Books.

16 come out, which -- one of which includes a community

16 thousand square feet.

The report did not consider the impact of

15

15 seven, and I that you've adjusted it down to 1,300

It did not wait for the town center plans to

14 biased in favor of the park and not a fair report at all.

14 library are closer to 10,000 square feet than sixteen-

The space requirements required for the

13

11 representative suggested when questioned by Mr. Rigman

10

12 that the committee just accepted the facts that were

You can check the report to see the

That was --

9 Palmer Park.

12 exact details on that.

11 it's not reported.

10 that was connected with the library system.

9 in San Mateo contacted the firm that produced the report

8 chosen by an open, competitive process.

8 therefore, biasing the site choice towards Holbrook-

6 would necessitate removing three trees, which no one in

6 following:

The firm that produced the report was not

5 alternative energy sources other than solar panels, which

5 presentation and ensuing discussions which revealed the

Particularly helpful was Mr. Ringham's

4

The plan for the existing site did not

3

3 impose their will on the community was widely avoided.

21

12-08-11

1 reserve to use is a real -- didn't seem to appear in the

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

2 report anywhere.

At the October 5th, 2011 Park and Recreation

12-08-11

2 Commission, an attempt by a small group of people to

1
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22

5

5

8 and major allocations.
9

8 honored.

9

19 I think that's okay.

19

Uccelli & Associates
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25 Mr. Ringham's presentation on page 17, and I also agree

Uccelli & Associates
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However the false urgency of an EIR deadline

24 seen it.

24

25

23 3B4 of this report -- I have a copy, which if you haven't

23 which I hardly see anybody ever use.

But anyway, that is on box number 33 of

22

22 where there's a circular sort of concrete picnic table

I also agree with his recommendations on page

21 rail here for a long time.

21 like to keep.

I think you could also build a structure

20

20 present site if you removed the plants, which I would

If it takes another year,

I don't think we're going to get a high speed

18 eventually a Council decision.

18 of the park.

That 13,000 square feet could be found at the

17

17 that income stream for the town if it was located outside

Town-wide user-wide referendum on choices and

16 architectural firms for plans for the alternative sites.

16 the park because of a lack of parking.

So we would keep

15 Competition.

15 for the town by not renting out the present facilities in

Open and fair competition but other

14 independent consultant architect for each plan.

14

Without requiring a cessation of earning money

13

13 report that was handed to the steering committee.

Town center integration,

12 area location and options.

12 is biased, on page 17 of -- 16 of 27 pages.

Other locations.

11 costs, HP Park and location and options, existing library

11 than the park site, and that's even in the report, which
That's the

10 space; three, develop alternative conceptual plans and

10 availability and potentially more parking availability

Two, that the Council/SMCL approve future

7 comprehensive user study, development total square feet

7 residents, and perhaps those intentions should be

That the present library site has more parking

6 population, determine library features wanted,

6 was to provide open, not facility space to Atherton

Reevaluate the basis of the service area

4 into the considerations.

4 scale.

It was also mentioned Mrs. Palmer's intention

3 location of date the needs assessment and e-Books impact

3 such a wonderful place because of its small and human

23
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1 with his recommendations in box number 34 on page 17
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2 which are first determine the real size, then the

Because that's how I want to introduce my -- my

12-08-11

2 child to the library" because the Atherton Library was

1 around?
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24

5 maintenance of the park.
6

5 consideration with a major site being the park.

6

25

4 out facilities in the park which are used for the

4 is given to each site and not sort of ancillary

8 there -- there's still going to be seismic upgrade.
9

8 and other vested people are not away because it's the

9 spring or the summer, I think it should be done, and I'm

14 that are going to be addressed by the Council that this
15 EIR won't, but the Council needs to come forward with how
16 it's going to address the financial impacts of what's
17 going on.

14 on the choices, and if you ignore a lot of these factors,

15 I think the Council should remove representative from

16 their job description.

Thank you very much.

If you have any questions, I'd be happy to

17

18

650-952-0774

Uccelli & Associates

650-952-0774

25 more than just the main house that's going to be consumed

25

Uccelli & Associates

24 Council meeting, I kind of got the impression that it's

23 landscape is being consumed, but it -- at the last

24 Emily.

I -- there's some parts of an EIR that aren't

MR. MARSALA:

23

Charles Marsala, 33

22

Next person?

22

Well, on the surface, that sounds like no

21 with a library.

21 comments.

Thank you.

20 addressed is -- we're going to replace the main house

MR. MARTIN:

20

And I don't think that's been

19 real square footage here?

The -- the other thing is is how much is the

So there's other financial impacts I think

19 answer them.
We're here to listen to

13

13 town's populace deserves a town-wide user-wide referendum

18

12 still deal with that issue or the town does.

12 and I think they can sense the bum's rush and I think the

You have to

11 unsafe facility to the building department.

11 have been built here by people who inherited their money,

Because you don't want to give an

10 those improvements?

10 sure not all the multi-million-dollar mansions are --

So where does the money come to take care of

7 I saw in the paper that other town offices can move in

Also, if the current library is vacated -- and

7 perhaps the first good one done when people with children

As for objections to another absurdity or

3 these $90,000 of revenue that could be gained by renting

3 for three EIRs for each site so that full consideration

So how is that compensated?

2 report, because as we heard at the last Council meeting,

12-08-11

2 to the Council that a motion to set aside enough money

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting
1 considered which may need an FIR, financial impact

12-08-11

1 is persuasive to Councilmembers, I would like to mention
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13

13

There is -- I believe there's a maintenance

20

Do we eliminate catering?

25 catering.

Uccelli & Associates

24

There's storage in the main house to support

24

650-952-0774

Do we still need

23 house, we're talking about really open space.

23 relocated to?

Uccelli & Associates
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25 actually eliminate the main house and the park, we don't

So if it -- if the option was that you can

22 really knowing the impact, and if we eliminate the main

22 there's a workshop in there, where does that get

Somehow we've approved something without

21

21 office in that main house where Robert's office is and

20 true environmental impacts?

19 against it when we're voting on an issue?

Where is that going to be relocated to?

19 the park.

Do we know the

18 know the impact, how do we know if we're for it or

And with the library idea, if we don't really

18 tennis keys or they book -- people book the classes in

There's the activity office where they rent

17

16 track," I don't know if I like high speed rail anymore.

16 house.

17

15 we got to take a lot of land from neighbors along the

15 You still have the foundation office that in the main

Where does that get relocated to?

14 make a fifteen foot wall in Atherton to get you there and

We've got to

14 been involved with a lot of these issues in the park.

But when someone said, "Okay.

12 bucks, two hours.

And then I started thinking about it, having

I like

11 the idea of high speed rail if I could go to LA for fifty

10 almost talk about a high speed rail comparison.

12 tell the imprint that it was going to have.

So you really couldn't

One meeting it's in a very small -- eight and

11 a half by eleven the whole park.

10

9

9 later.

It seems -- I hate to go this far, but we can

8 proposed.

The -- so in that end, it's hard to comment

8 is the footprint now and this is what it looks like

There

7 when you really don't know the scope of what's being

Where does that come from?

7 haven't been any presentations to the town as far as this

6 space that's lost.

6

5 space get consumed?

5

So we actually have a square footage of open

4 when you eliminate the main house, and where does that

The library might

So you're going still need to have 2,000

4 have a footprint of 11,000 square feet or maybe greater.

3 has a footprint of 3,500 square feet.

12-08-11

There's a lot of other uses in the main house.
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3 square feet of -- of space to support park activities

2

2

I just heard tonight the main house is only --

1 it?

12-08-11

1 with the new library.
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5 concepts.

6 They're concepts, and what they've shown to lots of

5 that?

6

29

4

4 evaluating right now is where are the alternatives for

9

9 because the library does provide a lot of great services

12 a one-story building.
13

12 very positive influence.

13

17 area that the library could fit, to and including
18 addition in the library, not in the park as the Library
19 Committee looked, but perhaps adjacent to it using the
20 street and moving the street in a different location.

17 uses to say what's really going to happen here, and that

18 needs to be done in order to make sure that this is the

19 right thing to do or if it's not the right thing to do.

That's probably my thoughts for now.

MR. MARTIN:

Next person?

MR. LIVELY:

20

21

22

23

Uccelli & Associates
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25 library there and moving the town center someplace else.

25

Neal mentioned one of the areas that ought to

24 the town center itself is in right now and putting the

23 actually you could consider taking the building area that

22 Fair Oaks, which right now is a parking area, and

There's another location to the north along

There are many places within the town center

24 24 Hawthorne.

I'm Phillip Lively, L-i-v-e-l-y,

Anyone else want to comment?

21

16 library.

16 people that are -- have a stake in the park for other

Thank you.

15

15 meetings is because this hasn't been presented to the

So the same thing is really true with the

14 of the buildings and the streets in the town center area.

Both of these tend to change the relationship

14 believe that the opposition that I've seen at other

So perhaps that is, but at the same time, I

11 that's faced in a certain direction.

11 chess and just some of the other activities that are a

And another one is

10 them has two-story buildings with fountains and an atrium

10 and it's stepped up to the plate with movie night and

One of

8 here.

8 talked to that really do like the idea of -- of using it,

One of them moves the train station.

7 people is that there's really some pretty good ideas

They're not cast in concrete in any way.

7 as my thoughts, and I know there are some residents I've

So those are some ideas that I've had as far

3 here.

3 that space for anything, is that what we're really

What you see on the walls are two architects'

2 considered in the scope of what you see on the walls

12-08-11

2 tree growth and you can do this, because you don't need
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1 be looked at is the town center area, and I want to be

12-08-11

1 need it, and you could have more fields and you can put
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6

6

Hi.

My name's Andrew Carlson,

13 the papers where the county can't afford it or wants to

19

20 MBA program, and they've indicated that San -- the City

19 town center here.

20

23

23
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25 have right now, the park is a romantic idea, the idea of

25 for potentially all problems?

So as we look at some of these options that we

24

24 deal with the town center as a separate magic dumping box

Is Menlo College an alternative, as well?

22 expand to make some needs.

22 actually be executed.

You can go through part of it, but how do you

21 of San Jose partnered with San Jose Library System to

21 don't think are adequately identified for a full EIR to

There are a lot of sites that are not -- I

18 to look at that, so I like that concept.

18 mentioned, and you have these beautiful pictures of the

I also know that Menlo College is adding an

17 way of actually gaining park and open space for Atherton

17 currently -- it's currently scoped, as Phil Lively just

Maybe that's something for us to consider as a

16

16 for years, there's a problem with how this project is

It strikes me, having worked as a consultant

15 county's going to benefit.

MR. CARLSON:

13

A Flood Park, I know -- I don't know if it

12 makes sense or not, but it just seem that I've read in

11 heard of.

15

Anyone else?

12

Thank you, Phil.

Some of these things are things we haven't

14 give it to Menlo to pay the maintenance of it, and the

MR. MARTIN:

11

10

14 53 Parker Avenue.

Thank you.

9 thought Phil threw out some great ideas.

9 locations for the library, as well as the park itself.

10

8 workshop idea that you'd want to do that, and I just

I gather since this is a

8 other locations that are really potentially good

MR. CONLON:

7

Okay, Charles.

7 really broad view, think outside the box and think of the

So my point here this evening is let's take a

5 new before Charles gets a second crack?

Anyone -- anyone

5 Park just across the street in Atherton.

MR. MARTIN:

Anyone else?

4

4 is, and the library itself in a county park as in Flood

Thank you.

3

I think this town has to get this straightened

12-08-11

3 placed, to and including a county library, as Atherton

1
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2 out before the EIR consultant can really do their job.

So if you think outside the box, there are a

12-08-11

2 lot of areas and locations where the library could be

1
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33

4 partner with some other people?

4

8 library, and then are there -- are we duplicating

8

18 evening.

19 the consultant to address all the relevant comments in
20 the EIR.
21

18 there's some -- some activities that the library's doing

19 right now to help those schools, and how this intertwines

20 with all this, as well.

21

We will ask

24 available for public review for 45 days.
25

24 grammar school has a library and college has a library.

25

Uccelli & Associates
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Is that also an alternative to look at -- which

23 circulated again -- repeat what Judy said.

23 libraries in town, because every high school and every

Uccelli & Associates

650-952-0774

You will be able to comment on it during that

It will be

22 produced sometime this spring, and then once a draft is

We're expecting the EIR -- Draft EIR to be

We appreciate all your comments.

If not, I want to thank you for coming this

Anyone else?

22 have only 7,000 residents, but we have about nine school

We

17

17 schools with -- I'm not talking like a bookmobile, but

The schools -- we're sort of unique here.

16

MR. MARTIN:

Thank you.

13 close together that there's actually too much library use

16 or whatever that the library does outreach to the local

Because I -- I think I saw maybe

12 Park, but are we going to have two libraries that are so

15

MR. CONLON:

13

Yeah.

11 stop here because the train stop was so close in Menlo

15 a story in The Almanac or if it was on the town website

MR. MARTIN:

12

Oh, you can?

10

14 that close together?

MR. CONLON:

11

Yes, we can.

14 in -- I don't know where it was in the -- in the -- it's

MR. MARTIN:

10

9 or -- or not.

One of the things, we've eliminated the train

7 to put it in the park comes closer to the City of Menlo's

7 these other sites, perhaps.

9 efforts?

6 someone had pointed out to me we're moving the library

6 those pros and cons of how we do this and look at some of

I don't know if you can add these to your EIR

5

5 we have limited park space, we need to really evaluate

And perhaps even what happens at Menlo,

3 of extra library needs by saying that you're going to

3 the park, it would be great to walk around.

So that's one idea, but there's also -- since

2 interact with those systems, and can those needs be met

12-08-11

2 libraries in Belmont and Portola Valley, when you go to

Atherton EIR Scoping Meeting

1 is not in the EIR -- is how we would inter -- how we
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1 reading a book, and I know having seen many of the
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AUDIENCE PARTICIPANT:

5
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21
22
23
24
25

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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15

15

Uccelli & Associates

14

12

14

---o0o---

12

11

13

(The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM).

11

10

9

13

Again, Happy Holidays.

Thank you for coming

And we'll have to let you

10

9 know soon.

8 we'll let you know if we do.

8

7

We'll have to consider that and

7

MR. MARTIN:

6

6 on Mr. Conlon's request to add two extra weeks?

Do we have any ruling

5

4

So thank you again for coming.

4

)

12-08-11

action.
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MARK I. BRICKMAN CSR 5527

2011.
___________________________

_______day of ____________,

hereunto set my hand this

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have

interested in the outcome of the cause named in said

foregoing meeting and caption named, or in any way

attorney for either or any of the parties in the

I further certify that I am not of counsel or

full, true and complete record of said matter.

time and place therein stated; that the foregoing is a

discussion in the foregoing meeting was taken at the

I, the undersigned, hereby certify that the

3

3 comments on the -- on the EIR.
Yes, sir.

2 COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

2 Commission will hold a public hearing to get your

)
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1 STATE OF CALIFORNIA
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1 time in writing, and also during that time, the Planning
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