Town of Atherton
Cartan Field Storm Water Capture Facility
State Clearinghouse Number: 2020019023
Subject: Final documentation for the Cartan Field Storm Water Capture Facility IS/MND
It is the intent of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to solicit information from agencies
and the public about a project’s environmental effects and, in doing so, to avoid or reduce impacts of
the project. This memorandum addresses the public review process for the Initial Study (IS) and
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the Cartan Field Storm Water Capture Facility Project,
State Clearinghouse #2020019023.
Section 15074 (b) of the CEQA Guidelines states:
“Prior to approving a project, the decision-making body of the lead agency shall consider
the proposed mitigated negative declaration together with any comments received
during the public review process. The decision-making body shall adopt the proposed
mitigated negative declaration only if it finds on the basis of the whole record before it
(including the initial study and any comments received), that there is no substantial
evidence that the project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the
mitigated negative declaration reflects the lead agency’s independent judgment and
analysis.”
Community Information Meeting: The Town held a Community Information Meeting on Tuesday,
January 21, 2020 at 6:00 P.M. at Holbrook-Palmer Park, 150 Watkins Avenue, Atherton (Attachment
1). The meeting was attended by one resident and two elected Town officials. Town staff presented
the project and the CEQA consultant presented the findings of the IS/MND. Discussion centered
around project design features, the functioning of the water storage vaults and the pump system, as
well construction impacts and the combined noise from existing irrigation pumps and the new pumps
needed to route stored storm water through the filtration device and back into the channel.
CEQA Public Comment Period: The Town of Atherton prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative
Declaration (IS/MND) for the Cartan Field Storm Water Capture project and circulated it for public
review from January 8, 2020 to February 24, 2020, longer than the required 30-day public review
period. The Notice of Completion (NOC) (Attachment 2) and IS/MND was circulated for review by
state agencies through the State Clearinghouse. No comments were received from state agencies
(Attachment 3). The Town provided the Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt an MND for the project via: 1)
posting of the NOI at the San Mateo County Clerk’s office (Attachment 4); and 2) direct mailing to
nearby residents.
The Town did not receive any comments from any agencies during the public comment period. One
comment letter was received from a resident, but the comment focused on project funding issues
and did not make a comment on the content or findings of the IS/MND. The comment letter is
addressed in the staff report.
CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(d) requires the Town to adopt a program for reporting or monitoring
the changes which it has required in the project or made a condition of approval to mitigate or avoid
significant environmental effects. The Town included the proposed Mitigation Measures in the
IS/MND. No changes were made to the text of the Mitigation Measures. The MND is presented here
as Attachment 2. The Final MMRP is included here as Attachment 3.
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This memo is part of the record of proceedings outlined in the IS/MND upon which the Town will
base its decision when considering adoption of the MND and approval of the project.
Attachments:
Attachment 1: Community Information Meeting Notice
Attachment 2: Notice of Completion
Attachment 3: Letter from State Clearinghouse
Attachment 4: Notice of Intent

