EXHIBIT A
RAIL POLICY ISSUES
ADOPTED BY THE TOWN OF ATHERTON
A. HIGH-SPEED RAIL (HSR)
Legislative
In 2008, the Town voters decided against Prop 1A which authorized the HSR project. At that time, Town
Resolutions, passed unanimously by the Council, opposed the HSR project, including the Program
Environmental Impact Report (EIR), Business Plan and use of the rail corridor by HSR.
The Town remains opposed to the HSR project and supports legislative initiatives to prevent the
implementation of the HSR project, in its current form, through the Town. If the HSR project moves forward,
the Town fully expects that the project will minimize and fully mitigate environmental impacts to the Town.
Litigation
The Town may take the position to use legal means, as deemed appropriate by the City Council, to delay,
hinder or halt the implementation of Prop 1A which Atherton residents and the City Council voted to
oppose.
Lobbying
The Town has engaged a lobbyist, in conjunction with other communities, to represent the Town’s interests
on HSR matters.
The Council encourages members of the Town’s Rail Committee to advocate on behalf of the Town with
respect to HSR in manners consistent with the above HSR Rail Policy.
B. RAIL CORRIDOR AND CALTRAIN
The Town was one of the earliest train stops on the rail corridor between San Francisco and San Jose.
Families, and later commuters, used the Atherton station for rail service to and from ‘the City’ for over 100
years. Lloyden Park was developed for residents desiring easy access to public transportation provided by
the train.
In years past, Caltrain provided the Atherton Station with weekday and weekend rail service until it declared
its first “fiscal emergency” citing the need to reduce costs, including station stops. As a result, the number
of weekday rail stops at the Atherton Station were reduced to zero while weekend service is still provided.
Atherton is the only city on the Caltrain line that receives no weekday train service. Atherton residents have
been using nearby stations in Redwood City and Menlo Park for weekday commute services and for express
service on the weekends. Atherton understands that Caltrain is an integral part of the transportation system
in the peninsula and still serves as an important alterative to automotive travel in and through the Town.
Further Caltrain’s fiscal health is important to maintain rail as a viable transit option.
The Atherton Station building serves as an important historical and cultural resource to the Town and should
be preserved.
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Town Priorities Regarding Caltrain Line and Corridor
The Town recognizes that successful implementation of the Town’s rail corridor priorities with Caltrain
require a partnership with Caltrain. To that end, the Town will endeavor to work with Caltrain to address
the following priorities for the Atherton Station and Rail Corridor:
•
•
•
•
•

Modernization of the rail system must minimize and fully mitigate any environmental impact to
the Town.
Safety improvements along the rail corridor through the Town, including safety fencing and
screening along the corridor, and the installation of four-quadrant gates at the Watkins Avenue rail
crossing.
Conversion of the Atherton Station building to a public amenity and civic space integrated with the
Atherton Town Center, including the installation of safety fencing, removal of the center boarding
platform and associated access points.
Installation of an active transportation route to the Menlo Park Caltrain Station.
The Town seeks to perfect the Quiet Zone within the Town through the addition of four quadrant
gates at the Watkins Avenue crossing, closure of the Atherton Station and repurposing of the
Atherton Station building. These measures require the support and partnership of Caltrain.
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